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Phenomenological Study on Parenting Conflicts
Experienced by Mothers of Gifted Children

Choi, Su Yeon" + Kim, Hyun Joo™

This study aims to examine, in depth, the experiences of parenting conflict and their inherent
meanings among mothers raising gifted children. To this end, five mothers of gifted adolescents
aged 13 to 18, whose intelligence scores fall within the top 3-5% based on the K-WISC
assessment, were selected as participants, and qualitative, in—depth interviews were conducted.
Data were analyzed using Giorgi’s phenomenological research methodology, yielding four
essential constituents and eight subcategories. The essential constituents identified were
confusion regarding atypical characteristics, challenges arising from a lack of social
understanding, the paradox between devotion and limitation, and acceptance of isolation within
prejudice. The findings revealed that in a society dominated by prejudice, the participants
endured the challenges of parenting in isolation, accepted practical limitations, redefined their
parenting roles, and developed new insights into their children. This study is significant in that
it sheds light on the parenting conflicts experienced by parents of gifted middle and high school
students, thereby providing foundational data for developing practical support measures and

reconsidering societal prejudices toward giftedness.

Keywords : gifted children, parenting conflicts, phenomenological research, qualitative

* ML.A. candidate, Department of Counseling Psychology, Korea Graduate School of Counseling
#% Professor, Department of Counseling Psychology, Korea Graduate School of Counseling
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