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Perceptual Typologies of Spouses’ Parenting
Beliefs

Kim, Eun-Jix

This study explores how parents perceive their spouse’s parenting beliefs and identifies
typologies of these perceptions using Q methodology. Q-population was developed through a
literature review, a preliminary survey, and in—depth interviews, and 31 finalized Q-statements
were validated by experts. The P-sample included 36 South Korean parents of preschool-aged
children. Data were analyzed using PQMethod 2.35 through a standard Q-sorting procedure.
Four perception types emerged: Mutual Belief-Coordination, Self-Centered Dominance-Oriented,
Non-Interactive Independent-Execution, and Confused and Conflict-Avoidant Inconsistent
Acceptance. These findings enhance understanding of how couples interpret each other’s
parenting beliefs and provide useful implications for promoting consistent parenting

environments that support children’s healthy development.

Keywords : parenting, parenting beliefs, preschool child, perception, Q-methodology
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