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The Mediating Effect of Parent—Child
Communication in the Influence of Adolescents’
Social and Emotional Development on School
Adaptation

Kim Sun—Kil’

This study verifies the mediating effect of parent-child communication in the effect of
adolescents’ social and emotional development (empathy, community consciousness) on school
adaptation. The study was conducted using data from the 15th empathy, 15th community
consciousness, 15th parent-child communication, and 15th school adaptation of the Korean
Children’s Panel Survey (PSKC). The research results are as follows. First, adolescents’
empathy and community consciousness had a significant influence on parent—child
communication. As the level of empathy and community consciousness among adolescents
increased, the level of communication between parents and children increased. Second, as the
level of youth empathy and community consciousness increased, the level of school adaptation
also increased. Third, in the communication of parents and children, the complete mediating
effect was statistically significant in the relationship between youth empathy and community
consciousness to school adaptation. Based on these results, measures to increase youth empathy
and community consciousness and to increase the level of communication between parents and

children were suggested.

Keywords : adolescents’ social and emotional development, youth empathy, youth’s sense of

community, school adaptation, parent—child communication

* Doctoral Student, Department of Coaching, Namseoul University
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