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Policy Directions and Tasks for Developing Early
Childhood Education and Care Models in
Population-Declining Areas

Fkk

Do, Mi-Hyang" - Paik, Youngsuk™ - Kim, Eung-Ja

This study aims to develop an operational model and propose policy directions for early
childhood education and care (ECEC) in depopulated areas. Previous studies, policy documents,
legislation, administrative statistics, and domestic and international cases were analyzed. The
findings showed that declining child populations and the increasing closure of childcare centers
have reduced access to ECEC services, resulting in growing care gaps for infants. Meanwhile,
unused spaces in public kindergartens were identified as valuable resources for expanding local
ECEC services. Based on these findings, this study proposes an operational model that utilizes
vacant kindergarten spaces for infant classes, strengthens collaboration between kindergartens
and childcare centers, supports childcare professionalism, and establishes a regional hub—based
operational system. It also suggests policy measures, including legal and institutional
improvements, expanded public funding, workforce support, and community collaboration. This
study provides a practical operational model to improve access to ECEC services and promote

the sustainability of depopulated communities.

Keywords: depopulated areas, early childhood education and care (ECEC), operational model,
areas without childcare centers, unused space in public kindergartens with attached

kindergarten classes, regional hub-based service system

* Professor, Department of Child Welfare, Namseoul University.
*% Associate Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, Kwangju Women's University
k% Assistant Professor, Department of Child Welfare, Namseoul University.
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