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A research on management of toy library in Korea

Jang, Gyeong-hee*

The purpose of this research is to look at the development and maintenance of toy library
in local community from past to present, collect necessary information for management of 19
branches as subject, and review suggestions for basic directions necessary to develop and
maintain the toy library.

The results of this research are as follows. There are 31 toy libraries registered to Korea Toy
Association in 2008 at present. They have been expanded to nationwide and gained recognition
from central and local governments with financial support for management.

They have been developed with establishment period (1982-1986), development period
(1987-1999), and expansion period (2000-present).

The toy library takes a social role in aspect of local community service, parent service, and
children service. They are operated with government subsidiary, membership fee and charge,
support from corporations, profit projects, fund, and donations. Staff members are constituted
with social worker, childcare teacher, employee with no qualification, special education teacher,
counselor, therapist, and nurse. There are lending room, play room, cleaning room, counseling
room, data room, reading room, and program process room in the toy library.

It is operated by welfare center of a corporation or foundation itself, established by the
government or local administration and entrusted for management, directly managed by an
operation body, or managed by an individual for a small scale.

Lastly, there are different programs in accordance with the management body, but generally,
toy lending, parent education, family program for handicapped children, mobile operation, play

program, and teacher education are being conducted.

Key Words : toy library, stimulating toys, play

* Siheung 3-dong Welfare Center Chief Librarian.
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