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A Study on the Perception of Childcare Practice during the
Corona Pandemic:

FGl(Focus Group Interview) for Q Population Formation of
Q Methodology

Chung, Hee-jung’

The aims of this study were to identify the current state of childcare practice in the corona
pandemic using a FGI (Focus Group Interview) for the Q population composition of the Q
methodology and to understand the subjective and individual perception of childcare trainees
through childcare practice experience. In this study, data were collected and analyzed by
conducting a FGI with 10 preliminary childcare teachers who were enrolled in B University
located in A city majoring in early childhood care

The results of this study show that it was very difficult for preliminary childcare teachers
to find a childcare practice institution during the corona pandemic. The four-week direct
childcare practice period (practicum), which was temporarily applied due to the corona pandemic,
was perceived as too short to improve childcare practice competency. It was recognized that it
was necessary to have the practicum for 6 weeks. In addition, it was difficult to interact with
infants and toddlers during childcare practice because they and the childcare teachers had to
wear masks in accordance with the Corona Prevention Guidelines. In the corona pandemic, it
was regrettable that I did not learn much from the practical guidance teacher during the 4-week
direct childcare practice which would have been more effective if 6 weeks long.

Based on the research results on the perception of childcare practice students majoring in
early childhood childcare who are preliminary childcare teachers during the corona pandemic, the
Q methodology is used as basic data for the composition of the Q population to perform
subjective research on childcare practice perceptions and preliminary childcare teachers. It is
expected that the results of this study will be used as research data for the preparation of a
desirable childcare practice system and implementation plan for childcare practice that can
strengthen the childcare practice capabilities of children.

Key Words: Corona, childcare practice, preliminary childcare teachers, Q methodology, FGI(Focus

Group Interview)

* Professor, Department of Social Welfare, Baekseok Culture University
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