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An Analysis of Early Childhood Teachers’
Perception of Professionalism Using IPA

Jin Jeong-seon® - Koo Kwang-hyun™ - Son Mi-hee™

The purpose of this study is to analyze early childhood teachers” perception of the importance
and performance of professionalism using importance-performance analysis IPA. A
questionnaire survey was conducted with 336 teachers who are serving childcare centers and
kindergartens located in Gyeonggi region, and the data were analyzed using frequency analysis,
reliability analysis, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and IPA, according to the research
questions. The findings may be summarized by the following four points. First, the teachers’
perception of the importance and performance of professionalism showed a statistically
significant difference, and the importance was higher than the performance. Second, as for
behavior guidance and therapeutic ability, environment creation ability, and knowledge, skills,
and performance ability related to the operation of educational programs, it was found that both
the perception of the importance and the performance were high. This means that it is necessary
to keep them up in the future as well. Third, as for the area that needs improvement effort
because of high importance and low performance, all of the five factors were not shown. Fourth,
as for the capabilities of protective ability and evaluation ability, both the importance and the
performance were low, which means that the effort to enhance the performance as well as the
perception of professionalism are required. Based on the above findings, the study suggests that

some supportive actions in the teachers’ perception of professionalism should be provided.

Keywords : Early childhood teachers, Professionalism, Importance—performance analysis IPA

* Director of Municipal Childcare Center for 3 Donghwa Apartment Complex
#% Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, College of Humanities, Anyang University
#xx Director of Kids Brown Kindergarten
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